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ILLINOIS SCHOOL BOARD OF EDUCATION RECOGNIZES SIX D EKALB DISTRICT 428 SCHOOLS 

 
The Illinois School Board of Education (ISBE) has announced that six schools in DeKalb Community Unit District 
428 have qualified for state recognition, based on student achievement at the schools over the past three years. 
Chesebro, Littlejohn, and Tyler Elementary Schools have been named Spotlight Schools; Clinton Rosette Middle 
School, as well as Malta Elementary and Jefferson Elementary have been named as an Academic Improvement 
Schools. This is the second consecutive year that Chesebro and Littlejohn Elementary Schools have been named as 
Spotlight Schools. Last year, Lincoln Elementary was named as a School of Academic Excellence, Huntley Middle 
School was named an Academic Improvement School. 
 
In order to qualify as a Spotlight School, four criteria must be met. The school must have more than 50% of students 
classified as low-income in 2007, at least 60% of students must have met or exceeded standards in 2007, at least 
50% of students must have met standards in 2006 and 2005 and, the school must have met Adequate Yearly 
Progress for 2006 and 2007 as required by No Child Left Behind. For 2007, this means that at least 55% of the 
students met or exceeded standards in both reading and mathematics, at least 95% of the students participated in the 
state assessments, and the school had at 89% attendance rate (elementary). 
 
To receive recognition as an Academic Improvement School, the school must either show either a 7.5 point 
improvement in state test scores in both reading and mathematics between 2006 and 2007, or show at least a fifteen 
point improvement in state testing scores between 2005 and 2007. The school must also show an upward trend in 
state test results. 
 
Becky McCabe, Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum and Instruction added, “This is really a great moment for 
our communities that comprise DeKalb School District 428. To have six schools recognized by the State of Illinois 
in a single year is truly a wonderful accomplishment. Eight District 428 schools have been distinguished by the 
Illinois Honor Roll in the last two years. Few districts in Illinois have had this high of a percentage of district 
schools on the Illinois Honor Roll. We still have improvement to make in some areas, and with groups of students, 
but many of our other district schools are not far behind these standards”.  
 
“This type of comprehensive improvement and the resulting recognition, does not happen by accident”, according to 
Superintendent of Schools, Paul Beilfuss.  “A prolonged, consistent, and collaborative relationship among our 
classroom teachers, other professional and classified staff, working together over a period of years with district 
administrators in partnership with parents, guardians, families, and the community, brings about positive results. We 
will strive for continued academic excellence as we work to attain additional capacity for the growth occurring in 
our district”. 
 
The entire list of Spotlight, Academic Improvement, and Academic Excellence schools can be viewed at: 
http://www.ilhonorroll.niu.edu/ilhonorroll/index.asp.Much of the research behind the Illinois Honor Roll has been 
developed by Northern Illinois University. 
 
“The Future Looks Great In 428!” 
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