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Author Sally Walker Visits DeKalb Schools 
 

 
DeKalb author Sally M. Walker visited 
DeKalb schools last week to talk about her 
award-winning book Secrets of a Civil War 
Submarine: Solving the Mysteries of the H. 
L. Hunley.  The book tells the true story of a 
Confederate submarine which lay buried 
beneath the ocean floor off the coast of 
South Carolina for more than 100 years. The 
Hunley disappeared in 1864 after becoming 
the first submarine to sink an enemy ship. 
 
Walker spoke to sixth and eighth grade 
students at Huntley Middle School and fifth 
graders at Brooks, Chesebro, Cortland, 
Jefferson, Lincoln, Littlejohn and Tyler 
elementary schools.  In addition to 
discussing the story, Walker also explained 
how she researched and wrote the book.  
“The students, and the adults, too, were 
spellbound,” said Sue Orem, literacy 
coordinator for the school district.  The 
visits were part of “One Book, One 
Community,” sponsored by the DeKalb 
Public Library.  
 

 
 

 
 
Well known for her children’s science 
books, Walker incorporates archaeology, 
geology, forensic anthropology, and 
genealogy into Secrets of a Civil War 
Submarine in clear, easy-to-understand 
language.  Illustrations and full-color 
photographs help readers visualize the 
Hunley as it was in 1864 and show salvage 
and preservation work in progress.  
“Although the book is targeted for a 
youthful age, my husband, my 30-year-old 
son, and I all read it and found it 
fascinating,” said Dee Coover, Director of 
the DeKalb Public Library.  Walker has 
written more than thirty nonfiction books for 
young readers.  Civil War Submarine won 
the 2006 Robert F. Sibert Informational 
Book Award from the American Library 
Association. 
 
The DeKalb Public Library provided a copy 
of the book to each of the schools Walker 
visited and has multiple copies of the book 
available at the library to check out.  The 
“One Book, One Community” event 
received support from Friends of the 
Library, the Daily Chronicle, Wal-Mart, 
Starbucks and many other groups. 


