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Paper, Plastic or a Book Review:

Rosette Students “Bag” their Book Talks

Middle school students often create
posters to accompany a class
presentation. Eighth grade students at
Clinton Rosette Middle School recently
created posters on grocery bags. Jewel
and Sullivan’s Foods donated brown
paper grocery bags for students in
Treveda Redmond’s and Georgia
Wirth’s language arts classes to use as a
special “poster board.”

Rosette
eighth

graders give
book talks

to their
classmates
throughout
the year
about books they have read in
independent reading. Redmond and
Wirth wanted an innovative way to get
students interested in the book talks as
well as a way to connect with the
community. Wirth found the idea for the
grocery bag reviews on a teacher web
site, edHelper.com. “We wanted
community members without school-age
children to enjoy a positive experience
concerning today's students,” Wirth said.
“Obviously, a few illustrated paper bags
can't change the world, but we are
hoping that they will at least brighten the
homes and hearts of the shoppers lucky
enough to take their groceries home in
one.”

Just in case shoppers would like to send
a comment to the student whose
illustration appears on a grocery bag,
students put their first names, language
arts teacher’s name and class period on
the bottom of their bags. “l am very
hopeful that people will take the time to
connect with a student in this way,”
Wirth said. She also hopes to inspire
shoppers to read the book discussed on
the bag. “Hopefully, people all around
DeKalb will be heading for the library to
check out books after reading the
students' book reviews.”




