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Arts Week

Littlejohn Fine

Pinch pots, pop art, music and more!
Students at Littlejohn Elementary School
enjoyed a range of artistic experiences during
Fine Arts Week in late April.

The week began with "Demo Day" on
Monday, April 23. Four area artists

"Waterlilies" paintings. Fifth grade students
learned about the life and art of Mexican artist
Frida Kahlo. Students then created retablo-
style self portraits. Retablo is a traditional
Mexican art whereby saints or other persons
are painted on tin. Littlejohn fifth graders
replicated this style by painting on foil-

demonstrated their arts/crafts to the more thancovered boards and adding decorative

500 Littlejohn students.
Water color artist
Gingie Noe helped
students with a
collaborative water
color project. Mike
Gesiakowski, ceramic
artist, threw pots on a
wheel. Nancy Baker
was on hand to
demonstrate quilting,
and Allison John showed the students
beautiful glass beads.

Students created their own art projects during
the week as well. Kindergarten students
explored pop art. Students painted shoes and
added decorative elements in the style of
American artist Jasper Johns and learned
about artists Andy Warhol and Roy
Lichtenstein. Gesiakowski helped first
graders create and glaze clay pinch pots.
Second grade students learned about the
pointillism technique employed by several
Impressionist artists. They made their own
pointillism pictures with paint and Q-Tips.

In third grade, things got more abstract. Third
graders learned about the Cubism movement
and designed their own cubism kites. Fourth
graders studied various Impressionist artists
and completed impressionistic style paintings
and pastel projects. Stephanie Unger's class
also did a water lily project echoing Monet's

elements that spelled out their interests.

Fine Arts Week went beyond the visual arts to
include music as well. On Thursday, April

26, the NIU Graduate Brass Quintet
entertained Littlejohn students with several
pieces from their recent spring recital. Each
member of the quintet explained his or her
instrument's part in the quintet and
demonstrated playing techniques. On Friday
the week culminated with two performances
by Littlejohn's own Harambee African Drum
Group. The performances showcased several
pieces and showed off members’ new dashiki
(traditional African tunic-style tops).

Littlejohn has hosted Fine Arts Week for
more than ten years, and this year’s Fine Arts
Week was another fun-filled learning
experience for students.



