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Brooks Students Get “Tacky” 

 
 
Students at Brooks Elementary School in DeKalb 
recently got “tacky” for their monthly Spirit Day 
Assembly.  Each month Brooks has an assembly 
based on a "Great Expectations" program which is 
designed to build character in children by using best 
practice principles in education. September’s theme 
was respect.  
 
During September, Joan Bredendick, Brooks Media 
Assistant, read the book Tacky the Penguin by Helen 
Lester to all classes and discussed respecting each 
person as a unique individual. Early in the story, 
Tacky the penguin’s unusual behavior makes him an 
“odd bird” among the penguins.  The illustrations by 
Lynn M. Munsinger depict Tacky wearing a loud 
Hawaiian-style shirt and mismatched bow tie.  For 
the Sept. 29 assembly, Brooks’ staff and students 
came to school dressed tackily in honor of Tacky the 
penguin.   
 

 
Second grade teacher Kim Posega leads a skit about showing 
respect for different lunch choices. 
 
At the assembly, students presented short skits 
showing respectful versus disrespectful behavior.  
Students from each classroom were honored as 
having met the life principle of valuing one another 
as unique and special individuals.  Some of the 
classes voted for their most respectful classmates.  
 
The highlight and finale of the assembly was a Tacky 
the penguin relay game.  Four mixed teams of 
students grades 1-5 donned tacky hats, gloves and 
scarves and then waddled with a ball between their 

knees around cardboard “ice cubes” while cradling 
wooden eggs on pillows.  
 

  
A Brooks first grade student drops a wooden egg in the King 
Penguin’s “nest” at the end of the relay. 
 
Some students tried hopping through the relay, 
looking more like tacky bunnies than penguins.  The 
final child on each team deposited the egg in a bean 
bag nest at the feet of the King Penguin, Principal 
Dennis Owen, who dressed in black and white and 
wore a penguin beak for the occasion. 
 

 
Brooks Principal Dennis Owen as the King Penguin.

  

 


