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DeKalb High School Murals Catch the Eye

If you visit DeKalb High School, you may find one
hallway takes you a long time to walk down. It's not
because it's long; it's actually one of the shorter
hallways. It's not just because it may be crowded
with students although it is jam-packed during
passing periods. This hallway, the foreign language
hallway, can take a long time to walk because both
sides are covered with intricate, colorful murals that
catch the eye and make visitors stop to look.

The colorful hallway began with a mural painted by
the high school French Club last year. Three
students, Tyler Kielb, Kathleen O’Mary and Denise
Salihoglu (all 2006 graduates), spearheaded the
project. The French
Club raised money
through hot chocolate
sales and other means to
fund the cost of the
latex house paint. The
mural depicts French
language throughout the
world with Belgium, France, Quebec, Vietham and
other countries depicted.

The other side of the hallway is covered with
paintings reflecting all aspects of Hispanic heritage,
from Spain to Mexico and South America, from
ancient times to the Twentieth Century. The mural
was designed
and painted by
students and
funded by the
Spanish Club. In
March 2006,
Spanish teacher
Phil Rouse
challenged
student Erik
Carrillo, a current junior, to put his artistic talent to

good use. Carrillo began the mural with a series of
sketches and recruited three friends — Paul Brunk and
Paul Sanchez, both 2006 graduates, and Robert
Cervantes, a current senior — to collaborate on the
bulk of the mural.

Carrillo said he interviewed family members and did
online research to decide on subject matter for the
mural. Carrillo,
Brunk, Sanchez
and Cervantes,
helped by nine
members of the
Spanish Club,
devoted 40-50
hours each of their
free time to create the mural. To make the mural
really “pop,” they used acrylic paint and added
texture to areas of sand and rock.

The mural painting became something of a friendly
competition between the Spanish and French Clubs.
Once the Spanish side began to take shape, the
French Club was spurred to enlarge and complete
their mural. The French Club students completed
their mural on the day before final exams last spring
while the Spanish group put their final touches on the
mural just this October in time for Hispanic Heritage
Month.

The mural work kept DHS students interested
throughout the spring semester. “Students would
come by every day to see what changes had been
made” in the previous day’s work Rouse said.
Seeing other students’ reaction to the mural
emphasized the power of art for Carrillo and his
friends. “It feels pretty good,” Carrillo said about
seeing his work on the wall, “to know you're leaving
something behind at the school.”
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