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How’s the Weather: Littlejohn Students Learn Forecasting 
 

 
Ever wonder what those lines mean on the weather map?  Well, you could ask some of the fifth graders at 
Littlejohn Elementary School in DeKalb. 
 
Students in Marti Brown’s fifth grade class at Littlejohn recently got a chance to learn about and forecast 
the weather. Brown worked with Dr. David Changnon, professor in the Northern Illinois University 
Geography Department, on a weather unit for her class.  Brown prepared the students with background 
information prior to visits from Dr. Changnon and NIU students.   
 

 NIU geography professor Dr. David  Changnon explains 
isotherm analysis to Littlejohn fifth grade students as part 
of a weather unit.   

 

On Sept. 25, Dr. Changnon, whose research 
interest is Climatology, did a presentation on the 
progression of weather over time (fronts and air 
masses) and talked about a TV forecast that he 
had recorded.  On Sept. 26, Dr. Changnon 
returned to Littlejohn accompanied by four 
undergraduates from NIU’s meteorology 
program and a graduate student in geography.  
The fifth grade students learned to do an 
isotherm analysis by connecting temperatures 
that are similar on a map.  The students learned 
to forecast weather and devised a two-day 
forecast for various Midwest cities.  They then 
wrote scripts for a weather broadcast.  

“My students will rehearse the scripts that they wrote,” Brown said, “and then they will be videotaped on 
Monday [Oct. 2] as if they are 8 different cities across the mid-section of the U.S.” Some of the NIU 
students plan to come back to Littlejohn on Oct. 3 to watch the presentations with the young forecasters. 
 

    
NIU graduate student Alan Black discusses weather  Littlejohn students work on their weather maps. 
forecasting with Littlejohn Elementary fifth graders. 
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